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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 • D This communication is responsive to . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-33 . 

3. S The drawings filed on 26 August 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. On line 1 1 of Claim 9, the outline numeral "(ii) M has been deleted and replaced 
with the numeral "(Hi)". 

3. On line 1 of Claim 14, the phrase "of claim 1" has been deleted and replaced with 
the phrase "of claim 12" in order to correct a duplication of Claim 3. 

Reasons for Allowance 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. The personal 
watercraft as claimed is not shown or suggested in the prior art because of the use of a 
watercraft that is comprised of a hull that defines a deck with a planar upper surface and 
has a bow, a stern, port and starboard sides, a length and a beam, and a plurality of 
pontoons that are repositionably attached to said hull, with at least one of said pontoons 
being attached proximate said port side, and at least one of said pontoons being 
attached proximate said starboard side, where said pontoons are laterally and 
longitudinally repositionable between a storage position in which said pontoons are 
generally longitudinally aligned with said hull and have a minimal lateral distance 
between said pontoons, and a flotation position in which said pontoons are shifted 
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rearwardly relative to said storage position and have a maximum lateral distance 
between said pontoons. The prior art also does not show or suggest the use of a 
personal watercraft that is comprised of a hull that defines a deck with a planar upper 
surface and has a bow, a stern, port and starboard sides, a length and a beam, and a 
pair of laterally spaced hitch attachments that are secured to said hull below said planar 
upper surface proximate the stern of said watercraft. 

5. The prior art as disclosed by Wassell (US 3,839,979) shows the use of a 
personal watercraft that is comprised of a hull having a bow, a stern, port and starboard 
sides, a length, a beam, and a deck, as well as a plurality of pontoons that are 
coincidentally repositionably attached to said hull by at least two longitudinally spaced 
connector links, where said pontoons are laterally and longitudinally repositionable 
between a storage position and a flotation position in which said pontoons are shifted 
forward relative to said storage position and have a maximum lateral distance between 
said pontoons. Rypinski (US 5,582,126) discloses a personal watercraft that is 
comprised of a hull having a bow, a stern, port and starboard sides, a length, a beam, 
and a deck, as well as a plurality of pontoons that are independently repositionably 
attached to said hull by at least two longitudinally spaced connector links, where at least 
one pontoon is positionable of a starboard bow or a starboard quarter of said watercraft, 
and at least one pontoon is positionable off a port bow or a port quarter of said 
watercraft, and where said pontoons are laterally and longitudinally repositionable 
between a storage position having a minimal lateral and longitudinal distance between 
said pontoons, and a flotation position having a maximum lateral and longitudinal 
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distance between said pontoons. Vanderlinde (US 5,547,209) discloses a personal 
watercraft that is comprised of a hull having a bow, a stern, port and starboard sides, a 
length and a beam, and a pair of laterally spaced hitch attachments that are secured to 
said hull proximate said stern. And newly cited references by Valenza, Jr. 
(US 3,601 ,077) and Dismukes (US 3,31 6,873) disclose personal watercraft with four 
pontoons mounted to a hull structure, where two of said pontoons are mounted to the 
port and starboard sides of the bow of said watercraft, and two of said pontoons are 
mounted to port and starboard sides of the stern of said watercraft. However, none of 
the prior art cited shows or suggests the use of a personal watercraft that is comprised 
of a hull that defines a deck with a planar upper surface and has a bow, a stern, port 
and starboard sides, a length and a beam, and a plurality of pontoons that are 
repositionably attached to said hull, with at least one of said pontoons being attached 
proximate said port side, and at least one of said pontoons being attached proximate 
said starboard side, where said pontoons are laterally and longitudinally repositionable 
between a storage position in which said pontoons are generally longitudinally aligned 
with said hull and have a minimal lateral distance between said pontoons, and a 
flotation position in which said pontoons are shifted rearwardly relative to said storage 
position and have a maximum lateral distance between said pontoons. The prior art 
also does not show or suggest the use of a personal watercraft that is comprised of a 
hull that defines a deck with a planar upper surface and has a bow, a stern, port and 
starboard sides, a length and a beam, and a pair of laterally spaced hitch attachments 
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that are secured to said hull below said planar upper surface proximate the stern of said 
watercraft. 



Conclusion 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed 
to Exr. Lars Olson whose telephone number is (703) 308-9807. 

lo 

December 14, 2004 
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